
  

**Disclaimer** 

Processing times and fees are subject to change.  

Due to the current COVID situation few consulates are closed abroad. 

Due to the current COVID situation, in-person appointments, such as biometrics and interviews, are 
taking longer than normal.   

Due to facility closures and reduced capacity, we have seen delays with USCIS printing Green Cards.  
Thus, it could go beyond the typical processing time.   

 

 

EMPLOYMENT- BASED GREEN CARD (EB-2 OR EB-3) 

PERM/I-140  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

   

 Prevailing wage Determination and Recruitment  
Prevailing Wage Determination:  
 
Prevailing Wage request is submitted to the Department of Labor (DOL) for consideration. 
 
Recruitment campaign 
Employer undertakes a recruitment campaign to include the following: 

• Ad in a newspaper of general circulation for 2 consecutive Sundays (Ad fee will vary 
depending on state); 

• Job Order with a State Workforce Agency; 
• Internal notice at Employer’s office; and 
• Three (3) additional advertisements from a predetermined list of options. 

 
***The recruitment and prevailing wage will typically take 3-4 months*** 

USCIS adjudicates the I-140 Petition  

Adjudication typically takes 4-6 months in regular processing. USCIS Filing fee: $700.00  
I-140 can be filed in premium processing for an additional $1,440.00 (15 calendar days) 

PERM Filing 
Once recruitment is completed and the DOL has determined the wage, the PERM is filed by 
submitting the Permanent Employment Certification form, ETA 9089, via the DOL website.  
REQUIRED) 

I-485 Application to Register Permanent Residency    

***Times will vary depending on location-typically 18-24 months ***  

This is only applicable for applicants from a country with a priority date that is 
current.  

I-485 - $1,225.00 or $750.00 if applicant is under 14  
 

Consular Process DS-260 

If applicant is outside the US, they can apply for an immigrant visa 
via Consular Processing.  

***This may take up to 3-6 months*** 
***$325 Visa Application Fee *** 

Key 

 - Action taken by 
Employer (Petitioner) 

 

- Action Taken by 
Department of Labor/USCIS  

 

 

 

There are 3 main steps:  
1. PERM also known as the Labor certification.  
2. I-140-this is the filing of the Immigrant petition; and  
3. Adjustment of status- assuming the individual is in 
the US. If the individual is outside the US, then they 
would go for Consular processing. 

 

 

I-140 is filed with USCIS  
Once the PERM has been certified by DOL, the sponsoring Employer files the I-140 with supporting 
documentation with USCIS.  The Employer has to demonstrate that the employee is qualified for 
the position and that they have the financial ability to pay the proffered wages indicated on the 
PERM. 

 

Adjustment of Status OR Consular Processing  

DOL Adjudicates the PERM 
Adjudication typically takes 4-5 Months.  
If the PERM is audited this may take up to 10 Months. 

 


