
  

 

Marriage-Based Green Card Process  

Foreign National Spouse Resides Outside the US 

 

I-130, Petition for Alien Relative filed with 

USCIS  

I-130 Approved by USCIS 

USCIS forwards the case to the National Visa Center (NVC) 

to complete Consular Processing.    

***Forwarding process can take 30 – 60 days*** 

 

This can take 3- - 60 days  
NVC Sends invoice via e-mail to the Foreign 

National and Petitioning Spouse (USC or LPR)    

USCIS processes I-130 petition. 

***Processing times vary from 5 – 12 months*** 

Petitioner logs in to NVC account and pays the fees for the 

immigrant visa and affidavit of support  

***$325 Visa Application Fee and $120 for affidavit of support*** 

DS-260 and I-864 forms are completed and 

submitted through NVC online system.  

Foreign National 

pays USCIS 

Immigrant Fee 

($220)   

Supporting documents uploaded and 

submitted through NVC online portal     

Consulate schedules Foreign National for Interview and 

sends notification via e-mail to Foreign National.  

***Interviews are scheduled based on availability. It 

could take a few weeks to a few months.*** 

NVC sends file to the appropriate consulate.  

***Typically takes 30 days*** 

Foreign National attends interview with 

all required documents as per the 

consulate’s instructions. 

Consulate approves 

Immigrant Visa    

Immigrant Visa is printed 

in passport and returned 

to Foreign National    

Foreign National will complete the 

medical exam for the interview.     

US Citizen or Lawful Permanent Resident (LPR) 

marries foreign national.  

**Disclaimer** 

Processing times and fees are subject to change.  

These are the general steps of the consular processing procedure.  Many consulates have their own 

specific procedures for medical exams, biometrics etc.  Be sure you review all documentation 

provided by the consulate and follow the needed steps.  

Foreign National enters the US and 

receives Green card in the mail.  

***This could take 30 – 90 days to 

receive after entry***    

Key 

 - Action taken by US 

Citizen, LPR, or Foreign National 

spouse,  

 

- Action Taken by USCIS 

 

 - Action Taken by NVC or 

Consulate  

 

 


